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1. GAINNEWS

PIBIN NEWS
FIRST INNEWS

First woman to head the
Geological Survey of India
in the organisation’s 176-

year history

1 Varsha Ashok Aglawe assumed charge as the 54th Director General
of the Kolkata based Geological Survey of India (GSI).
1 Varsha Aglawe succeeded Asit Saha.

1 The life-saving organ was transported from Surat to Ahmedabad
India's first live donor heart aboard Mumbai Central-Gandhinagar Capital Vande Bharat
2. by train Express.

2y tran 1 It safely reached the U.N. Mehta Institute of Cardiology & Research
Centre in Ahmedabad for an immediate transplant operation.

1 Developed by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

e e e 1 Developed for pigeonpea variety ‘Asha’ (Cajanus cajan), commonly

known as Arhar or Tur.
telomere-to-telomere (T2T)
1 The ICAR-developed sequence has been approved as the global
reference genome of

igeonpea reference genome of pigeonpea.
Pigeonpea 1 The breakthrough was achieved by the ICAR-National Institute for
Plant Biotechnology (ICAR-NIPB), New Delhi.
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Additional Information

1 In 2011, ICAR-NIPB had published the world's first draft genome of a
pulse crop, also using pigeonpea variety ‘Asha’.

1 The 2011 pigeonpea genome was also the first crop genome
sequenced entirely in India; an improved version was subsequently
published in 2017.

1 Developed by ICAR-National Institute of High Security Animal
Diseases (ICAR-NIHSAD).

1 The vaccine is an MA-104 cell line-based live attenuated vaccine
developed against African Swine Fever Virus (ASFV) Genotype Il.

India’s First Indigenous
4. African Swine Fever

Vaccine For Pigs

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

1 To facilitate the sustainable growth of the sector and position India as
Global Live Events a global hub for live events by 2030, the Live Events Development
1. Leadershi Cell (LEDC) was constituted in July 2025.

=eacership 1 LEDC is chaired by Secretary (Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting).

1 National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) launched the Multi-Lane
Free Flow (MLFF) Tolling System at Shahjahanpur Toll Plaza.

1 Shahjahanpur becomes the third toll plaza after Daulatpura and
. Manoharpura to become barrier-free on the busy Delhi-Jaipur

2. Multi-Lane Free Flow Section of NH-48 in Rajasthan.

Tollin
—omng 1 MLFF enables vehicles to pass through toll points without stopping,
with minimal human intervention.
1 The system combines Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR)
technology with FASTag-based Electronic Toll Collection.
1 More than 12,000 e-Zero FIRs (12,257) have been registered across
18 States and Union Territories since the system’s rollout.
1 Delhi topped the list with 6,115 e-Zero FIRs, followed by Chandigarh
with 4,174.
Additional Information
1 A technology-driven platform in India designed to automatically
3 e-Zero FIR System register a Zero FIR for high-value cyber financial crimes.

1 Led by the Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre (14C) under the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

1 First implemented in Delhi in May 2025.

1 Cyber-fraud complaints meeting the financial-loss threshold
prescribed by the respective State/UT and reported through the
National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal (NCRP) or helpline 1930 can
automatically generate an e-Zero FIR.

1 The system has now been implemented in 18 States/UTs.
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SoFTelL scheme
(Strengthening of Food
Testing System in the
Country including
provision of Mobile Food

Testing Labs)

Initiative of Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI).
Objective: To upgrade state food labs, set up microbiology facilities,
and deploys mobile food testing vans.

Under this scheme, 47 State Food Testing Laboratories have been
structurally upgraded with advanced analytical equipment.

SUMMITS AND CONFERENCES

Summit/Conference

Gl & Beyond 2.0 Summit

Key Outcomes

Held at New Delhi.

Organised by the Office of the Development Commissioner
(Handlooms), Ministry of Textiles, in association with the Handloom
Export Promotion Council (HEPC).

Objective: To promote India’'s Geographical Indication (Gl)-tagged
handloom and handicraft products in domestic and international
markets.

The summit featured the launch of the Digital Handloom Atlas,
carrying the tagline “One Platform. Endless Markets”.

The Digital Handloom Atlas aims to showcase Indian handloom
products, including Gl products, and connect artisans with global
markets.

The Diamond Jubilee Logo of the Handloom Export Promotion
Council (HEPC) was also unveiled.

3rd India International
FinTech Festival

Organised by Associated Chambers of Commerce & Industry of India
(ASSOCHAM).

Held in New Delhi.

Theme: “FinTech: Building Profitable, Scalable and Trusted Digital
Finance for India's Next Phase of Economic Growth”

MOUs AND AGREEMENTS

Signing Entities

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

(MoTA) & CSIR-National
Botanical Research
Institute (CSIR-NBRI)

Key Facts

Objective: To establish a sustained, synergetic linkage to promote
research and development for the conservation and ethnobotanical
assessment of tribal bioresources across India.

The partnership focuses on the conservation of Rare, Endangered,
and Threatened (RET) medicinal plant species through advanced
interventions.

Centre for Development of
Telematics (C-DOT), liSc
Bengaluru and the
Foundation for Science
Innovation and
Development (FSID)

Under the MoU, a C-DOT Centre of Excellence (CoE) has been
established at FSID, lISc Bengaluru.

The CoE aims to promote indigenous research, innovation, capacity
building and commercialisation of advanced communication
technologies.
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3. & Noemi Aerospace (Elfly
AS) (Norway)

1 With this initiative, C-DOT has now established five Centres of
Excellence, following similar collaborations with IIT Hyderabad, IIT
Kanpur, lIT Gandhinagar, and lIT Roorkee.
Pawan Hans Limited (PHL) | 1 Objective: To explore opportunities for collaboration in next-generation

sustainable aviation technologies, including electric seaplane
solutions.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Bharativa Antariksh 1 India's first indigeno.us space station comprising of five modules,
1. Station (BAS targeted to be established by 2035.
Station (BAS) 1 1*module of BAS (BAS-01) to be launched by 2028.

1 Outlined in the Union Budget 2025-26.

1 The Mission seeks to provide a reliable alternative to fossil fuels,
including replacing retiring thermal power plants, supporting energy-
intensive industries, and supplying power to remote and off-grid
locations.

1 Key Target: 100 GW of nuclear power generation capacity by 2047 to
increase the share of nuclear energy as reliable base load energy in
India’s energy mix.

1 The 100 GW target is considered important for achieving India’s Net
Zero emissions goal by 2070.

1 The present nuclear power capacity of 8.78 GW is expected to reach
about 22 GW by 2031-32.

1 Another 32 GW of nuclear power capacity is envisaged to be set up
beyond 2032 by Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited (NPCIL).

Objectives:

oo f Expand India's nuclear capacity from the current ~8.78 GW to 100 GW
2. Nuclear Energy Mission by 2047.
(NEM) 1 Develop, test, and operationalise at least five indigenous Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs) by 2033.
Funding
1 Aninitial budgetary provision of ¥20,000 crore is allocated specifically

Two Pronged Strategy to fast-track capacity additions

1

for the research, development, and deployment of SMRs.

Large-Scale Expansion: Rapidly deploying massive 700 MWe
indigenous Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) alongside
imported Light Water Reactors (LWRs) at greenfield locations.
Small Modular Fleet: Rolling out localized, easily transportable, and
flexible SMR units designed by the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(BARC).
o Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) is currently engineering
three flagship demonstration reactor concepts
V BSMR-200 (220 MWe): An indigenous Pressurized Water
Reactor slated for site construction at Tarapur, Maharashtra.
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1

V  SMR-55 (55 MWe): A compact modular design also approved
for engineering and deployment at the Tarapur site.
V  HTGCR (5 MWth): A High-Temperature Gas-Cooled Reactor
designed primarily to support clean hydrogen generation.
Private Participation & The SHANTI Act, 2025
o The SHANTI Act, 2025 — Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India Act —
modernised the nuclear legal framework and enabled limited
private participation under regulatory oversight.
o SHANTI Act, 2025 enacted by the Ministry of Law and Justice.

Additional Information

1

The present installed nuclear power capacity in the country is 8,780
MW comprising of 24 nuclear power plants, contributing about 3.1% in
2025-26 in total electricity generation.

A 500 MW Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor commissioned by BHAVINI
at Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu.

Towards the expansion of Fast Breeder Reactors, Government of India
has approved the pre-project activities of 2 x 500 MW FBR 1 & 2 at
Kalpakkam, Tamil Nadu.

ISRO Collision Avoidance
Manoeuvres (CAMSs)

The satellites operating in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) (less than 2000 km
altitude) are more vulnerable to collision risks due to denser space
object population in this region.

IN-SPACe has formulated a policy framework addressing India’s
liability for third-party damage caused by Indian space objects,
including liability and insurance aspects; it is presently under
consideration.

India announced its Debris Free Space Mission (DFSM) initiative in
2024.

Under DFSM, ISRO aims to achieve zero debris from Indian space
actors—government as well as private—in the foreseeable future.
The Multi-Object Tracking Radar (MOTR) at Sriharikota is capable of
tracking large objects in Low Earth Orbit.

Under ISRO’s NETRA (Network for Space Object Tracking and
Analysis) Project, an optical telescope is being established at Hanle,
Ladakh.

The Hanle telescope will be capable of tracking space objects of 30 cm
or larger at Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) altitude.

U308 uranium resources
across India

The Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration and Research (AMD)
has established about 4,42,800 tonnes of in-situ U308 uranium
resources across multiple Indian states viz, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Jharkhand, Meghalaya, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and Maharashtra.

5% TRAI MyCall

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) launched a
revamped version of the ‘TRAI MyCall' mobile application.

The app enables telecom users to directly assess and report their
voice-calling experience.

8|Page



https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2294768&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2294768&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2294812&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2294812&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2293797&reg=48&lang=1

as Ed UTap 8 hello@edutap.co.in @ +91 8146207241

DEFENCE EXERCISES/ INITIATIVES/ TECHNOLOGY

S.No Exercise/Technology Key Facts

1 The Royal Australian Air Force’s (RAAF) premier biennial
multinational air combat exercise.

1 Venue: Exercise primarily operated from RAAF Base Darwin and RAAF
Base Tindal in the Northern Territory and RAAF Base Amberley in
Queensland.

1 In the exercise's 45-year long history, this edition features large
quantum of participating forces, bringing together military personnel
for complex Large Force Employment and multinational air combat
operations.

1 Total Participants: 21 countries

1 India participated through the Indian Air Force (IAF), deploying Rafale
fighter aircraft, supported by C-17 Globemaster lll transport aircraft
and IL-78 air-to-air refuelling aircraft.

1 IAF has previously participated in the 2018, 2022 and 2024 editions

1. Exercise Pitch Black 2026

1 The fifth and final ship of the Indian Navy’s five-ship Diving Support
Craft (DSC) Project.

2. DSC A24 (Yard 329) 1 Launched at Titagarh, Kolkata, West Bengal.
1 Constructed by Titagarh Rail Systems Limited (TRSL), Kolkata.
1 Second Diving Support Vessel (DSV), built by Hindustan Shipyard
Limited.
1 Delivered to Indian Navy.
3. NIPUN
Additional Information
1 INS Nistar is the first indigenously designed and constructed Diving
Support Vessel (DSV) of the Indian Navy.
4 Aani-4 1 Successfully test-fired from the Integrated Test Range, Chandipur in

Odisha under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command..

ENVIRONMENT

S.No News Key Facts

1 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) predicted the
development of El Nifio conditions during the 2026 Southwest
Monsoon season.

1 The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and IMD do not

Impact of El Nifio on Indian officially recognise a category called “Super El Nifio.”

1. Monsoon I Operationally, EI Nifio events are classified as weak, moderate, strong
- and very strong, based mainly on sea-surface temperature anomalies
in the equatorial central Pacific Ocean.

About El Nino
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1 The warm phase of the El Nifo-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) climate
cycle.

1 It is characterised by unusually warm sea-surface temperatures in
the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean.

About La Nina

1 LaNifha is the cool phase of ENSO and is broadly opposite to El Nifo.
1 Itis characterised by cooler-than-normal sea-surface temperatures
in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean

AWARDS

S.No Award/Milestone Key Facts

1 Awarded to Ajit Doval, the longest-serving National Security Advisor of
India.

1 Awarded by the Lokmanya Tilak Smarak Trust in Pune.

1 The 2026 presentation coincided with the 106th death anniversary of
Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

1 The honour recognised Doval's contribution to national service and
strengthening India's security apparatus.

Lokmanya Tilak
National Award 2026

1 Awarded to 12 rat miners for their exceptional courage and selfless
service during the Silkyara Tunnel rescue operation in Uttarakhand.
Sarvottam Jeevan 1 India's highest civilian life-saving honour.
Raksha Padak 1 Awarded to individuals who display conspicuous courage while saving a
life under circumstances of extreme personal risk and immediate danger.
1 Administered by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

PERSONS IN NEWS

S.No Person in News

1 A noted solo cyclist, endurance athlete and mountaineer, completed an
8,500-km solo cycling expedition across India.

1 Her expedition started from the westernmost part of India and concluded
at Kibithu in Arunachal Pradesh.

1 The expedition carried the message of women’s empowerment,
patriotism and indomitable courage.

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS

1. Aasha Malviya

S.No Fair/Festival Name Key Facts

1 A massive tribal cultural festival organized by the Government of
1. Bastar Pandum Chhattisgarh to showcase, preserve, and promote the rich heritage, folk
arts, and ancient lifestyle of the tribal communities in the Bastar region.
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PLACES INNEWS

S.No Place in News Key Facts

1 Set up by Ministry of Textiles at Indian Institute of Technology Delhi.
1 Five flagship initiatives launched during the inauguration
o Handloom 4.0- A digital companion for every loom and help weavers
assess their productivity and sustainability.
o Handloom e-Vidya- A problem-linked digital learning and knowledge

Centre of Excellence platform for weavers, students and other stakeholders.
1. for Handloom o HandloomX- An accelerator and incubation platform for startups and
Technoloqgy (CoE-HT) innovations across the handloom value chain.

o Kalagriha Handloom Studio (GenZ Design Studio)- Aimed at
connecting handloom with next-generation consumers through digital
visualization, customization and product authentication.

o Threads of Valour, an initiative promoting circularity by transforming
recycled defence textiles into premium handloom products.

1 Located in Kathua district, Jammu & Kashmir.
Ujh Multipurpose Developed on the Ujh River, a major tributary of the Ravi River.

Project (MPP) 1 Being implemented by WAPCOS Ltd., a Government of India undertaking
under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

DAYS INNEWS

S.No Day in News Key Facts

World Breastfeeding Week

=a

1 Theme: Breastfeeding for a Sustainable Start in Life: Strengthen

1. 2026
(1st to 7th August) BB,
1 National celebrations held at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre
(RBCC), New Delhi.
1 Observed every year on 7 August to commemorate the Swadeshi
Movement launched on 7 August 1905.
1 First observed in 2015.
2 12" National HandloomDay | § The Office of the Development Commissioner (Handlooms),

(Auqust 7) Ministry of Textiles the 'Weaves of India' Festival at the Central
Cottage Industries Emporium (CCIE), Janpath, New Delhi as a part
of the celebrations.

1 Four commemorative postage stamps celebrating India's rich and
diverse handloom weaving traditions were also released on the
occasion.

1 Lalit Kala Akademiis the National Academy of Art under the Ministry

72nd Foundation Day of
3 Lalit Kala Akademi s
) 1 The Akademi was established in 1954 to promote and nurture visual
(August3) arts in India
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MISCELLANEOUS

1 2026 anniversary assumes even greater significance as the nation
commemorates the 125th birth anniversary of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee.

1 Articles 370 and 35(A) was abrogated on August 5, 2019.

Seventh anniversary of the | 1 Article 370: Enacted in 1949, it allowed Jammu and Kashmir to have

1. abrogation of Articles 370 its own separate constitution, a state flag, and independent internal
and 35(A) administration.

1 Article 35(A): Introduced via a 1954 Presidential Order under Article
370, it empowered the state legislature to define "permanent
residents" of Jammu and Kashmir. Only these residents could
purchase land, secure government jobs, or receive state
scholarships.

1 2.9 billion domestic tourist visits in 2024, exceeding pre-pandemic
levels.

1 Around 2.02 crore International Tourist Arrivals 2025.

1 %15.73 lakh crore contribution to India's GDP in FY 2023-24,
2. India as a Tourism Hub accounting for 5.22% of the economy.

1 India is home to 45 UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 106 National
Parks and 18 Biosphere Reserves.

1 India is emerging as a leading destination for Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences and Exhibitions (MICE) tourism.

1 Developed jointly by the Indian Army and Oil Marketing Companies.

3. Xtreme Weather Grade f The specialised fuel will enhance the mobility, safety and operational
XWG) Diesel availability of combat and logistics vehicles in extreme climatic
conditions.

1 India holds the world's fifth largest coal resource, assessed at about
4,00,715 Million Tonnes (MT), and ranks as the second largest

. producer and consumer of coal.
4. Coal Sector- Milestones

1 Domestic coal production has crossed one billion tonnes for two
consecutive years, at 1047.52 MT in FY 2024-25 and 1040.08 MT
in FY 2025-26.

1 The Mahanadi Water Dispute is primarily between Odisha and
Chhattisgarh over sharing and utilisation of Mahanadi river water ..

5. Mahanadi Water Dispute About Mahanadi river

1 A major east-flowing peninsular river of India.

1 Originates in the Sihawa Hills of Dhamtari district, Chhattisgarh.
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1 The famous Hirakud Dam, located near Sambalpur in Odisha, is built
across the Mahanadi.

OTHER NEWS
FIRST INNEWS

Host & Mascot Details

1 Hosted at Glasgow, Scotland.

o Originally awarded to Victoria, Australia, the hosting rights
shifted after Victoria withdrew due to escalating cost
projections.

o This marked the fourth time Scotland has hosted the Games,
following previous events in Edinburgh (1970, 1986) and
Glasgow (2014).

1 Four Venues: Scotstoun Stadium, Tollcross International
Swimming Centre, Glasgow International Arena and the Scottish
Event Campus (SEC).

1 Mascot: Finnie, a Glaswegian unicorn (Scotland's national animal).

1 Official Attire of Indian Squad: The squad made headlines by
sporting sustainable, environmentally responsible, "Make in India"
jute-apparel designed by NIFT New Delhi.

Events
2026 Commonwealth 1 10 sports, including six integrated para-sports.
Games Ceremonial Flag Bearers for India
1. (23 Commonwealth
) 1 pening Ceremony Flag Bearer: Mirabai Chanu (Weightlifting
Games Opening C Flag B Mirabai Ch (Weightlifting)
n 1 Opening Ceremony Baton Bearer: Lovlina Borgohain (Boxing)

1 Closing Ceremony Flag Bearer: Jaismine Lamboria

Final Medal Tally

Rank | Country | Gold | Silver | Bronze | Total
1 Australia | 70 45 56 171
2 England 29 45 36 110
3 Canada 19 20 23 62
4 India 13 17 9 39
5 Scotland | 13 9 17 39

1 Boxing emerged as the backbone of India's 2026 campaign.

1 Indian boxers clinched 10 medals, including 7 golds—the
highest gold medal tally ever achieved by a single nation in
boxing at one Commonwealth Games edition.
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1

The contingent also produced three double podium finishes
across the men's 100m T47 and the men's and women's shot put
F57 events.

Indian Gold Medal Winners

1

= =& —a —a -8

Mirabai Chanu (Manipur) - Women'’s 48 kg, Weightlifting

o India’s first Gold Medal at CWG 2026.

o Won her third consecutive Commonwealth Games gold
medal.

o She had earlier won gold in 2018 and 2022; Glasgow 2026
completed the hat-trick.

o Mirabai Chanu became only the second Indian athlete to win
three successive individual gold medals at the
Commonwealth Games after Vinesh Phogat.

o She set new Commonwealth Games records by lifting 85
kilograms in the snatch and 105 kilograms in the clean and
jerk.

0 The only Indian gold medallist at CWG 2026 who was not a
first-time CWG gold winner.

Sharmila Dhankar (Haryana) - Women's Shot Put F57, Para

Athletics

o India’'s first Commonwealth Games gold medallist in para
athletics.

o ShilpaK. Shyla won bronze in the same event (shot put F57).

o Shilpa K. Shyla is Karnataka's first para-athlete to win a
Commonwealth Games medal.

o India's first-ever double podium in a CWG para-athletics
event.

Dilip Gavit (Maharashtra) - Men’s 100 m T47, Para Athletics

o0 Became the first Indian to win CWG gold in Men’s 100 m T47
and set a Games Record of 10.71 seconds.

o Mohammed Basil Morssinganakathi (Kerala) won silver in
the event.

Asmita Dey (Tripura) - Women'’s -48 kg, Judo

o First Indian judoka to win a Commonwealth Games gold
medal and the first Indian woman to achieve the feat.

Harsh Singh (Delhi) - Men'’s -60 kg, Judo

o Became the first Indian male judoka to win a Commonwealth
Games gold medal.

Preeti Pawar (Haryana)- - Women'’s 54 kg, Boxing

Jaismine Lamboria (Haryana) - Women's 57 kg, Boxing

0 She had earlier won bronze at Birmingham 2022.

Soman Rana (Bihar) - Men'’s Shot Put F57, Para Athletics

o Shubham Juyal (Uttarakhand) took silver in the same event.

Sakshi Chaudhary (Haryana) - Women'’s 51 kg, Boxing

Priya Ghanghas (Haryana) - Women'’s 60 kg, Boxing

Arundhati Choudhary (Rajasthan) - Women's 70 kg, Boxing

Sachin Siwach (Haryana) - Men’s 60 kg, Boxing.

Ankush Panghal (Haryana) - Men'’s 80 kg, Boxing.

Important Silver Medal Winners
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Chanambam Rishikanta Singh (Manipur) - Men’'s 60 kg,

Weightlifting

o India’s first silver medallist at the Commonwealth Games
2026.

o Manipur’s first male CWG medallist in weightlifting and also
produced a CWG record in the snatch.

Neeraj Chopra (Haryana) - Men’s Javelin Throw, Athletics

o Won his second CWG medal—after gold at Gold Coast 2018.

Murali Sreeshankar (Kerala) - Men’s Long Jump, Athletics

o Second consecutive CWG silver medal, repeating his
Birmingham 2022 result.

Praveen Chithravel (Tamil Nadu) - Men'’s Triple Jump, Athletics-

maiden CWG medal.

Sarvesh Anil Kushare (Maharashtra) - Men’s High Jump,

Athletics

o The first Indian to win a CWG silver medal in men’s high
jump.

Gulveer Singh (Uttar Pradesh) — Men’s 10,000 m, Athletics

0 Became the first Indian to win a CWG medal in the men’s
10,000 m.

o He later won 5,000 m bronze.

o The first Indian athlete—male or female—to win a
Commonwealth Games medal in the 5,000m event.

o First Indian track-and-field athlete to win two individual
medals at a single CWG edition.

o The only Indian athlete to win two medals at Glasgow 2026.

Raja Muthupandi (Tamil Nadu) - Men’s 65 kg, Weightlifting,

Commonwealth Games debut.

Valluri Ajaya Babu (Andhra Pradesh) - Men's 79 kg,

Weightlifting.

o Joined his father Valluri Srinivasa Rao, a 2010 CWG bronze
medallist, as one of the rare father-son CWG medal-winning
combinations.

Harjinder Kaur (Punjab) - Women’s 69 kg, Weightlifting

o Won her second consecutive CWG medal, upgrading her
Birmingham 2022 bronze to silver in 2026.

Lovepreet Singh (Punjab) — Men’s +110 kg, Weightlifting

o Upgraded his 2022 CWG bronze to silver and set a CWG
snatch record of 176 kg.

Lovlina Borgohain (Assam) — Women'’s 75 kg, Boxing

o The Olympic medallist secured her first Commonwealth
Games medal, finishing with silver at Glasgow 2026.

Yamini Mourya (Madhya Pradesh) - Women'’s -57 kg, Judo

o Won silver as part of India’s historic judo campaign, in which
India also secured its first-ever CWG judo gold medals.

Important Bronze Medal Winners

1 Jhandu Kumar (Bihar) - Men’s Heavyweight, Para Powerlifting

o Won India’s first medal of CWG 2026. It was his maiden
Commonwealth Games medal.

1 Tejaswin Shankar (Delhi) - Men’s Decathlon, Athletics
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o The first Indian ever to win a Commonwealth Games medal
in decathlon.

0 His second CWG bronze, after his historic high-jump bronze
in 2022.

Yash Vir Singh (Rajasthan) - Men'’s Javelin Throw, Athletics,

Maiden CWG Medal.

Selva Prabhu Thirumaran (Tamil Nadu) - Men’s Triple Jump,

Athletics, Maiden CWG Medal.

Unnati Sharma (Uttarakhand) - Women's -63 kg, Judo, maiden

Commonwealth Games medal.

Maximum number of Commonwealth Games medals in history

1

Record held by South African swimmer Chad le Clos with an
astonishing 21 medals.

He won Bronze in the Men's 4x100m medley relay to achieve this
milestone.

Commonwealth Games 2030

1 Ahmedabad (Amdavad), Gujarat will host the 2030
Commonwealth Games.

1 The 2030 edition will be the Centenary Commonwealth Games,
marking 100 years since the inaugural Games held in Hamilton,
Canada, in 1930.

1 The CWG flag and baton were received on behalf of India by
Neeraj Chopra, Indian Olympic Association President P. T. Usha.

1 India will host the Commonwealth Games for the second time,
after Delhi 2010.

India at CWG Games

1 India made their Commonwealth Games debut in 1934.

1 Pistol shooter Jaspal Rana is India's all-time Commonwealth
Games winners list with 15 medals - nine gold, four silver and
two bronze.

1 India's best-ever performance came in New Delhi 2010, where
the hosts won 101 medals - 39 gold, 26 silver and 36 bronze - to
finish second on the CWG medals table, their highest position at
any edition.

1 New Delhi 2010 was the only time India crossed 100 medals at
the Commonwealth Games.

1 India also finished fourth at Birmingham 2022 with 61 medals

including 22 gold.

About Commonwealth Games

1

1
1

A quadrennial, international multi-sport event bringing together
athletes from the Commonwealth of Nations.

Known globally as the "Friendly Games.

A total of 74 nations and territories participated in the most
recent Commonwealth Games held in Glasgow, Scotland.

Additional Information

1

India has officially assumed the Chair of the Commonwealth
Advisory Body on Sport (CABOS) for the 2026-2030 cycle.
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1 Name: Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport.
1 Location: Bhogapuram in Vizianagaram district, Andhra
Pradesh.
1 Built by GMR Visakhapatnam International Airport Limited under
Andhra Pradesh’s first a public-private partnership.
” greenfield international 1 More than 13,000 tribal women and student participants set a
: airport since the 2014 Guinness World Records title for the largest Dhimsa dance
bifurcation performance at the Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport.
Additional Information
1 Dhimsais a traditional group folk dance associated with the tribal
communities of Andhra Pradesh’s Eastern Ghats region.
1 It is a book authored by veteran Indian diplomat Prashant
Agrawal.
1 It chronicles the diplomatic negotiations and efforts behind the
translocation of cheetahs from Namibia to India.
About Project Cheetah
"Bringing the Cheetah Back ] ] ) ] ]
to India: How Diplomacy 1 World's first intercontinental translocation of a large wild
= Made Conservation’s Big carnivore.
Mission Possible" 1 Eight cheetahs from Namibia were released into Kuno National
Park, Madhya Pradesh in 2022
1 Namibia was selected as a source country as it is regarded as the
“cheetah capital of the world.”
1 India has also received cheetahs from South Africa and
Botswana, although the book mainly focuses on the Namibia-to-
India translocation.
Tanzania’'s First ICC- . .
4. e T e RN ea 1 Inaugurated at University of Dar es Salaam.
India’s f.lrSt mdustry.- 1 Name: ANUGYAN - Nuclear Technology Orientation Programme
academia partnership (NTOP)
specifically designed to )
5. tlgin deplo‘;[men?-ready 1 Jointly developed by the Indian Institute of Technology
- - Hyderabad (IIT Hyderabad) and Pune-based private technology
engineering talent for the . .
- . firm Crimson Energy Experts Pvt. Ltd. (CEEPL).
civil nuclear energy sector
1 Awarded to Prof. Annapurni Subramaniam, Director of the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics (llA), Bengaluru.
1 She s the first Indian woman to win the award.
ST Ee G SEse 1 She is also the fourth Indian to win the award after U.R. Rao
6.  Research (COSPAR) Vikram (1996), Gurbax Slngh Lakhina (2014), and Anil Bhardwel (2024).
. 1 The award recognises her work on stellar populations, blue
Sarabhai Medal for 2026
straggler stars, UVIT/AstroSat, future telescopes, and Hanle Dark
Sky Reserve (HDSR).
1 Awarded during the 46th COSPAR Scientific Assembly in

Florence, Italy.
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About the Award

1

Awarded jointly by the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) and COSPAR every two years in honour of Vikram
Sarabhai who is considered the father of the Indian space
programme.

Awarded since 1990 for outstanding contributions to space
research in developing countries.

Additional Information

1 Prof. Annapurni Subramaniam became the first woman Director
of llA in 2019.
1 The COSPAR was established in 1958 by the International
Council for Scientific Unions (ICSU) and is headquartered in
Paris, France.
7 India's first rail-tech 1 To be set up in Odisha at the Sahaspur industrial estate in
’ manufacturing park Khordha district .
1 Venue: Saint Louis Chess Club, Missouri, USA.
1 Indian Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa won the title for the first
time.
3 2026 Saint Louis Rapid & | 1 Praggnanandhaa topped the rapid section with 12/18 points.
) Blitz (Chess) 1 Praggnanandhaa received US$50,000 as the winner’s prize.
1 Javokhir Sindarov of Uzbekistan finished runner-up.
1 The event formed part of the 2026 Grand Chess Tour (GCT) and
was its first U.S. leg.
India’s first commercial 1 To be set up by Lohia Aerospace Systems with Israel-based
9 large-format additive Massivit.
) manufacturing facility for | § The facility will be set up at Lohia Aerospace’s plant in Kanpur,
composite tooling Uttar Pradesh.
1 Name: Squadron Leader Bhawana Kanth.
1 She completed the prestigious Fighter Combat Leader Course at
the Tactics and Air Combat Development Establishment
. A (TACDE), Gwalior.
First woman pilot in the . ..
- - 1 Bhawana Kanth was among the first three women commissioned
10. In<?|an Alr F.orce (IAF) to as fighter pilots in the IAF in June 2016, alongside Avani
qualify as a Fighter Combat . .
Leader (FCL) Chaturvedi and Mohana Singh.
1 In 2019, she became the first Indian woman fighter pilot
qualified to undertake combat missions by day.
1 She became the first woman fighter pilot to participate in India’s
Republic Day Parade in 2021.
1 To be launched in Ladakh.
1n. India’s First High-Altitude | § Potential safari routes will be explored across Hemis National

Wildlife Safari

Park, Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary and Karakoram Wildlife
Sanctuary.
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MOUs AND AGREEMENTS

S.No Signing Entities Key Facts

1 Objective: To establish 350 Advanced Skill Centres (ASCs) for drone
technology across India over the next three years.

1 75 centers targeted for the first year.

1 Located within universities and engineering colleges, these centers will
offer specialized training in drone piloting, manufacturing, agriculture,
and analytics to support the National Education Policy 2020.

National Skill Development
1. Corporation (NSDC) &
AVPL International

Tripura Government & 1 Three MoUs were signed to strengthen financial literacy, scale MSME
2. National Stock Exchange funding opportunities, and foster a robust investment ecosystem
NSE across the state.

1 Objective: To advance the development and adoption of sovereign Al
technologies in India.

1 The partnership targets central and state governments, public sector
organisations, and regulated enterprises across India.

1 It combines IBM Sovereign Core with Sarvam'’s Sovereign Al stack to
operationalise full-stack sovereign Al.

BANKING AND FINANCE

3. IBM and Sarvam

S.No Program/Initiative

‘Max for Seniors’ and ‘Max Seniors’ and ‘Max for Her’ — under its Savings Max portfolio.

1 HDFC Bank launched two new savings account variants — ‘Max for

for Her’ 1 Max for Seniors is designed for senior citizens, while Max for Her is
targeted at women customers.

1 Standard Chartered Bank received in-principle approval to offer
wealth management products from GIFT City, Gujarat.
1 GIFT City stands for Gujarat International Finance Tec-City and hosts

Standard Chartered to India’s first International Financial Services Centre (IFSC).
2. Offer Wealth Products
from GIFT Cit Additional Information

1 Standard Chartered became the first foreign bank to commence
operations in GIFT City in 2020.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Technology in News Key Facts

1 Microsoft launched its largest data centre hub in India at Hyderabad,
Microsoft's Largest India Telangana.

Data Centre Hub 1 The new facility is part of Microsoft's India South Central cloud region.
1 Microsoft now operates four cloud regions in India.
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Microsoft’s other Indian cloud regions are located in Pune, Chennai and
Mumbai.

2. Qwen3.8-Max

Launched by Alibaba.

Qwen3.8-Max has 2.4 trillion parameters, making it one of the largest
publicly announced Al models.

Its size is close to Moonshot Al's Kimi K3, which has around 2.8 trillion
parameters.

DEFENCE EXERCISES/ INITIATIVES/ TECHNOLOGY

S.No Exercise/Technology

1. Exercise ROTOR CLAP il

Key Facts

Conducted by the Indian Air Force (IAF) at the Pokhran Field Firing
Range in Jaisalmer district, Rajasthan.
Theme: “Counter-UAS” (Counter-Unmanned Aerial Systems).

Multinational Maritime
Defence Coalition

Announced by Saudi Arabia and 13 other countries.

Aim: To safeguard freedom of navigation, international trade routes
and global energy supply lines.

Its priority maritime areas are the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, Red Sea and
Gulf of Aden.

Saudi Arabia is the founding and leading state of the coalition and
will host its permanent headquarters in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

14 founding members are Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar,
Pakistan, Tirkiye, Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, Bangladesh, Nigeria,
Sudan, Djibouti and Somalia.

S.No News

1. Himalayan Serow

ENVIRONMENT

Key Facts

The rare Himalayan serow was recorded on camera in the Dalhousie
catchment forests of Himachal Pradesh, after an absence of around
two decades.

The sighting occurred in forests adjoining the Kalatop-Khajjiar
Wildlife Sanctuary in Chamba district.

The serow is the State Animal of Mizoram.

The Himalayan serow receives the highest level of legal protection
under Schedule | of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

S.No Sport Event and Venue

22" Commonwealth Table
1. Tennis Championships
2026

SPORTS

Key Facts

Official Mascot: Mayur.

India dominated the tournament completely, capturing six out of the
seven gold medals.

Malaysia was the only country to prevent an Indian clean sweep by
winning the men’s doubles title
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Venue: Thyagraj Stadium in
New Delhi

Conducted parallel to the Glasgow Commonwealth Games 2026,

where table tennis was not included in the sports programme.

The 2026 championships marked the event’s return after the previous

edition held in Cuttack in 2019.

0 Atthe 2019 edition, India became only the third country in history
to sweep all seven gold medals at the Commonwealth Table
Tennis Championships.

Best Player of the Tournament ( Male): Manush Shah.

Best Player of the Tournament (Female): Syndrela Das

. No. Event Winner(s) Runner-Up(s)
Manav Thakkar, Manush
1 Men'’s Shah, Sathiyan Malaysia Men’s
Team Gnanasekaran, Harmeet Team
Desai and Payas Jain (India)
Syndrela Das, Sreeja Akula,
5 Women's Yashaswini Ghorpade, Malaysia Women'’s
Team Sutirtha Mukherjee and Team
Swastika Ghosh (India)
3 Men S Ankur Bhattacharjee (India) Payas Jain (India)
Singles
Women's - . Sreeja Akula
4 Sees Yashaswini Ghorpade (India) (India)
Men's Wong Qi Shen and Choong Manav Thakkar
5 . and Manush Shah
Doubles Javen (Malaysia) .
(India)
Yashaswini
6 Women'’s Sreeja Akula and Syndrela Ghorpade and
Doubles Das (India) Divyanshi
Bhowmick (India)
Mixed Manav Thakkar and Richard Yap RUI.
7 . Zhe and Tee Ai Xin
Doubles Taneesha Kotecha (India) .
(Malaysia)

Lanka Premier League (LPL)

Former Indian fast bowler Zaheer Khan became the co-owner of
Jaffna Kings, a franchise in the Lanka Premier League (LPL).
Anchor Sports AB, a Stockholm-based global sports ownership group,
acquired the Jaffna Kings franchise.

Following the acquisition, the franchise was officially rebranded as
“Anchor Jaffna Kings.”

Zaheer Khan joined Nagendra Siddoutam, owner of Anchor Sports, as
co-owner of the franchise.
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APPOINTMENT

Key Facts

S.No Person in News

1 Assumed charge as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of IndiGo.
1 He succeeded Pieter Elbers.
1. Willie Walsh Additional Information
1 IndiGo was named the “Best Airline in India and South Asia” at the Skytrax
World Airline Awards 2025.
1 Appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Managing
. Director (MD) of Air India.
T Ide Geb .
2. ewolde bebremariam 1 He succeeds Campbell Wilson.
1 Gebremariam is the former Group CEO of Ethiopian Airlines.
1 Assumed charge as the Acting Central Vigilance Commissioner (CVC).
1 He succeeded Praveen Kumar Srivastava.
3 A.S. Rajeev Additional Information
1 The Central Vigilance Commission is India’s apex statutory vigilance
body, responsible for promoting integrity and overseeing vigilance
administration in Central Government organisations.
1 Assumed charge as Executive Director (ED) of the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI).
P ta Mahapat
e — 1 He will oversee the Corporation Finance Investigation Department and
the Recovery and Refund Department.
1 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) appointed Monisha Chakraborty as
. Executive Director (ED).
M ha Chakrabort
= onisha thaxraborty 1 She will oversee the Foreign Exchange Department and the Financial

Markets Regulation Department.

S.No Person in News

PERSONS IN NEWS

Key Facts

Nathan Thomas

h L

Recognised by Guinness World Records as the world’s youngest male
professor.

He achieved the record at the age of 18 years and 346 days when he
joined Miami Dade College, Florida in the United States.

His achievement broke a 306-year-old record previously held by Scottish
mathematician Colin Maclaurin, who became a professor at age 19.
Nathan Thomas was 16 days younger than Alia Sabur, who became the
youngest female professor in 2008 at 18 years and 362 days
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He became the co-owner of the UBS Athletics Kids Cup.

He had previously served as the programme’s Ambassador for two
seasons.

The UBS Athletics Kids Cup is a grassroots sports initiative aimed at
introducing children to athletics through inclusive and accessible
competitions.

Neeraj Chopra is a legendary Indian javelin thrower and the first track and
field athlete from independent India to win two individual Olympic
medals.

He achieved his historic status by winning the gold medal at the Tokyo
2020 Olympics and following it up with a silver medal at the Paris 2024
Olympics.

India Post released a ¥5 commemorative postage stamp to mark the birth
centenary of Satish Gujral.

He was a noted painter, sculptor, muralist, architect and writer and was
a prominent figure in modern Indian art.

He was awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 1999, India’'s second-highest
civilian award.

2. Neeraj Chopra
3. Satish Guijral
4, Ajinkya Rahane

Announced his retirement from international cricket.

Person in News

OBITUARIES

Key Facts

1. Nirmal “Nims” Purja

Renowned British-Nepali mountaineer.

Died in an avalanche on Broad Peak in Pakistan.

Purja was attempting to move closer to becoming the first person to climb
all 14 eight-thousanders twice without supplementary oxygen

The first Gurkha to climb Everest while serving in the British military.
Known for scaling the world's 14 highest peaks in just over six months.
He was awarded an MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire) in
2018 for his achievements in extreme high-altitude mountaineering.

Broad Peak, located in Pakistan’s Karakoram Range, is the 12th-highest
mountain in the world.

2. Kailash Chandra Pant

Noted Hindi writer and journalist.
Earlier in 2026, he was awarded with the Padma Shri for hisimmense
contributions to Literature and Education.

Place in News

PLACES INNEWS

Key Facts

Nauru Renamed as
Republic of Naoero

Nauru, a Pacific island nation, has officially changed its nhame to the
Republic of Naoero.

Naoero is the country’s traditional indigenous name and reflects the
spelling and pronunciation used in its national language.
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1 Citizens will now be referred to as “dei-Naoero” instead of Nauruans.
1 Naoero is the world’'s third-smallest country, after Vatican City and
Monaco.
1 India-China border trade through Shipki La resumed after a gap of six
. years.
Shipki L C . . L .
% —_— 1 ShipkiLa is an ancient trade route connecting India with Tibet.
1 Shipki La is located in Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh.
S.No Day in News Key Facts
The day highlights the role of the World Wide Web (WWW) in
1 World Wide Web Day ';riariwts;oggwr:gctci:\z?wmunlcatlon, information sharing, education and
’ (August 1) 9 .

The World Wide Web was invented by British computer scientist Sir
Tim Berners-Lee in 1989 while he was working at CERN.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Day

Hiroshima Day is observed on 6 August every year to remember the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, on 6 August 1945.

Nagasaki Day is observed on 9 August every year to commemorate
the atomic bombing of Nagasaki.

In 2026, Hiroshima and Nagasaki marked the 81st anniversary of the
atomic bombings.

he atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima was called “Little Boy” & tomic
bomb dropped on Nagasaki was called “Fat Man”.

The two atomic bombs were dropped by the United States during
World War Il.

S.No News

Massachusetts Declares
August 15 as ‘India Day’

MISCELLANEOUS

Key Facts

Massachusetts Governor Maura Healey declared 15 August 2026
as “India Day” to recognise the contributions of the Indian diaspora
to the U.S. state.

Boston Mayor Michelle Wu also issued a similar proclamation
declaring 15 August as India Day.

The observance coincides with the 79th anniversary of India’s
Independence from British rule in 1947.

Venezuela Notifies UN of
2 Withdrawal from ICC

Venezuela formally notified the United Nations of its decision to
withdraw from the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court
(icc).

Under the Rome Statute, the exit will formally take effect exactly one
year after the notification date.

Venezuela alleged that the ICC had become selective and politicised
and showed bias against developing countries, particularly those of
the Global South.
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AboutICC

1 World's first permanent, treaty-based international criminal court.

1 The Rome Statute, adopted on 17 July 1998, is the treaty that
established the International Criminal Court and entered into force
on 1 July 2002.

1 HQ: The Hague, Netherlands.

1 As of August 2026, there are 125 countries that are States Parties
to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

1 Prosecutes individuals for genocide, war crimes, crimes against
humanity and the crime of aggression.

Supreme Court Extends
3. Third-Party Motor
Insurance Cover

1 The Supreme Court of India extended the mandatory third-party
insurance period for newly purchased vehicles by one year.

1 For new private cars, mandatory third-party insurance has been
increased from 3 years to 4 years.

1 For new two-wheelers, mandatory third-party insurance has been
increased from 5 years to 6 years.

1 The Court also directed the development of technology-based
mechanisms such as Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR)-
linked e-challans to identify vehicles without valid insurance.
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PIB IN NEWS

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES

2.1 ADB Approves $1 Billion Loan to Support Sustainable and Resilient Urban

Growth in India

Why in News?

1 The Asian Development Bank approved
a $1 billion loan to support the
Government of India’s urban reform
programme.

1 The financing will support the Urban
Transformation and Investment
Program, which is linked to India’s
flagship Urban Challenge Fund.

1 ADB will also include $3 million in
technical assistance to the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs for
implementing the Urban Challenge Fund
and preparing investment-ready urban
projects.

Urban Transformation and
Investment Program

ADB-supported urban reform programme for India

An ADB-supported urban reform programme for
India aimed at improving urban infrastructure,
governance and municipal finances, and making
Indian cities more sustainable, inclusive and
investment-ready.

Bodies (ULBs) through
better governance,
institutional capacity and
financial discipline.

Key Objectives
=3
o Stronger ULB Governance Better Creditworthiness
N Strengthen Urban Local Improve the creditworthiness

of ULBs so cities can gradually
shift from grants to municipal
bonds, bank loans, PPPs and
other market-based financing.

Bankable Urban Projects
Develop bankable urban
projects and attract
greater private-sector
investment into urban
infrastructure.

2

Growth Hubs &
Sustainable Cities
Support better planning for
urban regeneration and
‘Cities as Growth Hubs', while
promoting environmentally
sustainable, inclusive and
citizen-centric cities.

Core Focus: Stronger city governance, improved municipal
finance, investment-ready urban projects, and sustainable
urban growth.

»,

Urban Challenge Fund

projects.

February 2026.
Key Objectives

= =_ =

Funding Pattern

1 Total Central Assistance: ¥1lakh crore

Make cities growth centres and improve urban infrastructure.

f Attract private investment through municipal bonds, bank loans and PPPs.

1 Urban Challenge Fund (UCF) is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme of the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) to develop transformative and bankable urban infrastructure

f It was announced in the Union Budget 2025-26 and approved by the Union Cabinet in

Shift urban financing from mainly government grants to market-based financing.

Strengthen the financial capacity and creditworthiness of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).
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1 Expected to generate about ¥4 lakh crore of total urban investment.
1 UCF provides up to 25% of project cost.
1 Atleast 50% of project cost must come from market sources such as:

o Municipal bonds
o Bankloans

o Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)

1 Remaining amount can be provided by the [ GcNGGEEEEEEEE
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