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1. GAINNEWS

PIB IN NEWS
FIRST IN NEWS

Announced by the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

1 To be launched in Undavalli Heliport in Andhra Pradesh.

1 Developed by the Airports Authority of India and approved by the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation.

1 PinS stands for Point-in-Space and uses advanced satellite-based
navigation technology.

1 Guided by advanced satellite-based navigation, leveraging the Global

India’s first Private Point- Navigation Satellite System (GNSS).
1. it S L) 1 The architecture incorporates the GPS-Aided Geo-Augmented
Approach Procedure for s
- - Navigation (GAGAN) system.
helicopter operations

1 Objective: to improve safety, precision and all-weather accessibility
in helicopter operations.

Additional Information

1 GAGAN- an indigenous satellite augmentation network jointly
engineered by the Airports Authority of India (AAl) and the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)—to enhance coordinate
tracking precision and signal integrity.

1 An IndiGo Airbus A320 successfully executed India’s first-ever
commercial jet Satellite-Based Landing System (SLS) approach
using the indigenous GAGAN system.

1 The landmark demonstration flight was overseen by the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and took place at Maharana Pratap
Airport (Udaipur Airport) in Rajasthan.

About GAGAN

2. GAGAN 1 GAGAN stands for GPS Aided GEO Augmented Navigation.

1 India’s indigenous Satellite-Based Augmentation System (SBAS).

1 Jointly developed by ISRO and the Airports Authority of India (AAl).

1 Improves GPS accuracy by providing real-time correction and
integrity information.

Supports safer aircraft navigation and satellite-based landing.
Fully operational since 2015.
The first SBAS certified for the equatorial region.
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Additional Information

1 Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC) is India’'s independent
regional navigation satellite system.

1 While NavIiC provides positioning, navigation and timing services,
GAGAN enhances GPS signals to support precise aircraft navigation
and landing.

GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

Initiative Key Facts

1 Organized by Department of Youth Affairs, Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, , through Mera Yuva Bharat (MY Bharat) platform,

1 Introduced to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the National
Song ‘Vande Mataram'.

1 First camp held at Brainware University, Barasat, Kolkata, West
1. Vande Mataram Camps Bengal.

1 Animmersive 7-day residential camps focus on national integration,
youth leadership, and constitutional values.

1 Comprise 20 camps across identified districts, each hosting 150
youth participants aged 15-29 years, with participation from six
States per camp

SUMMITS AND CONFERENCES

S.No | Summit/Conference Key Outcomes

1 Venue: Jaipur, Rajasthan.

Organizers: Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG), the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), and the State Government of Rajasthan.

1 Theme: "Viksit Bharat 2047: Al Enabled, Data-Driven and Secure Digital

Governance".
1 Key Outcome: Jaipur Declaration on e-Governance 2026- outlined a
National Conference on e- shared vision and strategic roadmap for advancing Al-enabled, data-
1. Governance (NCeG) 2026- driven, secure and citizen-centric digital governance in line with the
29" edition vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

1 National e-Governance Awards awarded to 17 Outstanding Digital
Governance Initiatives.

Initiatives launched
1 The Digital India BHASHINI Division (DIBD) launched the Rajasthan
Language Model Training Hackathon to build local language datasets

(Marwari, Mewari, etc.) and deployed real-time Al speech-to-text
solutions across sessions.
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About Digital India BHASHINI Division (DIBD)

1 Functions under Digital India Corporation (DIC), Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).

1 India's national initiative for Al-driven multilingual digital inclusion and
language technology.

1 The platform supports 36 Indian text languages, 23 Indian voice
languages, and 35 international languages.

1 Held in New Delhi.

3rd Global Conclaveon | ¢ Organized by All India Plastics Manufacturers' Association (AIPMA) and
2. Plastic Recycling and the Chemicals & Petrochemicals Manufacturers Association (CPMA)
Sustainability (GCPRS) with the support of the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals
(DCPC), Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.

DEFENCE EXERCISES/ INITIATIVES/ TECHNOLOGY

S.No Exercise/Technology Key Facts

1 The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) approved capital
acquisition proposals worth about ¥52,000 crore.

1 The DAC accorded Acceptance of Necessity (AoN), which means in-
principle administrative approval.

1 For the Indian Army, approval of granted for the procurement of Anti-
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) Electronic Warfare System ‘AKASH
TARANG’, Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM)

. L Systems, Medium Range Surface-to-Air Missile (MRSAM) Weapon

1. DAC Caliglct)anI::?swsmon System, Very Short Range Air Defence System (V-SHORADS), Active

rroposas Protection System for Tanks and Jet Based Kamikaze Drone System.

1 For the Indian Navy, approval was given for the procurement of Multi
Influence Ground Mine (MIGM), Naval Shipborne Unmanned Aerial
System (NSUAS) and the setting-up of Land Based Testing Facility
(LBTF) for Electric Propulsion System.

1 For the Indian Air Force, the approval was accorded for the
procurement of Fixed-Wing Based High Altitude Pseudo Satellite
(FW-HAPS) and other proposals.

1 INS Sudarshini sailed into New York Port to represent India at the
United States International Naval Review 250 and Sail4th 250
celebrations as a part of Lokayan 2026.

1 Lokayan 2026 is a landmark 10-month global transoceanic sailing
expedition undertaken by the Indian Navy's indigenously built three-
2, Lokayan 2026 masted barque sail training ship, INS Sudarshini.

Flagged off from the Naval Base in Kochi, Kerala in January 2026.

The flagship voyage spans four continents, covering more than
22,000 nautical miles while visiting 18 foreign ports across 13
countries.
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APPOINTMENT

S.No Person in News Key Facts
. 1 Officially took charge as the Vice Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS) of the
1. Air Marsg?I .It'\ShUtOSh Indian Air Force (IAF).
iXi

1 Predecessor: Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor.

. 1 Officially took charge as the Vice Chief of the Army Staff (VCOAS) of the
Lieutenant General

Indian Army.
2 Sandeep Jain y

1 Predecessor: Lieutenant General N. S. Raja Subramani.

DAYS IN NEWS

S.No Day in News Key Facts

1T Commemorates the establishment of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI), which was founded on 1 July 1949.

78th National Chartered L. .
Initiatives launched during the event

Accountants (CA) Day and
Foundation Day of ICAI f Peer Review Board (PRB) Web Portal: A newly automated portal was

launched to digitalize the entire lifecycle of peer reviews—simplifying

July 1 : L : : .
everything from applications and reviewer assignments to certificate
generation.

MISCELLANEOUS

S.No News Key Facts

1 Identified in Munger, Bihar. Belongs to the species Ficus
benghalensis.

The banyan tree is estimated to be around 700 years old.
Oldest accurately dated

1. 1 The research was carried out by the Birbal Sahni Institute of
banyan tree
Palaeosciences, Lucknow.

1 The age of the Munger Banyan tree was determined using
radiocarbon dating.

FICCI Mercedes-Benz 1 Objective: To identify and support high-potential Indian startups

2 Bharat Innovation & developing innovative and scalable solutions across key sectors,
’ Business Ideas Challenge including manufacturing, sustainability, education, decarbonization
Programme Aand automotive/EVs.
S.No News Key Facts

8|Page



https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2279730&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2279730&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2279800&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2279800&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280078&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280078&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280078&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280078&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280710&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280710&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280737&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280737&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280737&reg=48&lang=1
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2280737&reg=48&lang=1

2F EduTap

<] hello@edutap.co.in @ +91 8146207241

ICC Women's T20 World
1. Cup 2026- 10" Edition

Venue: England and Wales

1 Australia won the ICC Women's T20 World Cup 2026 to claim their
record-extending seventh title, defeating hosts England by 7 wickets
in the final at Lord's.

1 Australiais the team with the most wins in the tournaments history.

1 Australia’s 14th women’s World Cup title overall.

1 Australia chased down England’s total of 150/4.

1 Australia scored 153/3 in 17.1 overs to win the final.

1 This was the highest successful run chase in a Women'’s T20 World
Cup final.

1 Reward: US$2.34 million for Australia.

Milestones

1 The tournament featured 12 teams for the first time.

1 Danni Wyatt-Hodge (England) scored 302 runs, the most runs in a
single edition of the ICC Women's T20 World Cup.

1 Danni Wyatt-Hodge became the first player to cross the 300-run
mark in a single edition.

1 England and Australia jointly recorded the highest team total in
Women'’s T20 World Cup history with 219 runs.

1 Ellyse Perry (Australia)became the first player across men’'s and
women'’s T20 World Cups to reach 50 appearances.

1 Australia registered the highest successful chase in Women’s T20
World Cup history by scoring 172/4 against India.

1 Shabnim Ismail (South Africa) became the first player to reach 50
wickets in Women'’s T20 World Cup history.

1 The tournament produced 3 centuries from Danni Wyatt-Hodge,
Chamari Athapaththu and Tazmin Brits- the most in a single
Women's T20 World Cup edition.

Awards

1 Player of the Tournament & Final: Beth Mooney (Australia)

1 Top Run-Scorer: Danni Wyatt-Hodge (England).

1 Top Wicket-Taker: Shree Charani (India, 14 wickets)

Additional Information

1 England won the inaugural ICC Women's T20 World Cup in 2009.
1 India has never won the ICC Women's T20 World Cup
1 Milestones achieved by Adani Green Energy Ltd (AGEL).

2 First Indian firm to hit 20 1 The milestone was achieved within a decade of commissioning AGEL's

’ GW renewable capacity first renewable energy project at Kamuthi in Tamil Nadu in 2016.
1 AGEL is targeting 50 GW renewable energy capacity by 2030.
India's first factory-fitted
<X air suspension range of 1 Launched by Ashok Leyland under its AVTR platform.
trucks
a Ministry of Tourism-Google 1 The Union Ministry of Tourism and Google India signed an MoU to

MoU

boost India’s tourism economy through technology.

9|Page



https://www.icc-cricket.com/tournaments/womens-t20-worldcup-2026/news/england-australia-final-womens-t20-world-cup-2026
https://www.icc-cricket.com/tournaments/womens-t20-worldcup-2026/news/england-australia-final-womens-t20-world-cup-2026
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/adani-green-becomes-first-indian-firm-to-hit-20-gw-renewable-capacity-126070100359_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/adani-green-becomes-first-indian-firm-to-hit-20-gw-renewable-capacity-126070100359_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/auto/ashok-leyland-launches-indias-first-air-suspension-truck-range-126070100467_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/auto/ashok-leyland-launches-indias-first-air-suspension-truck-range-126070100467_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/auto/ashok-leyland-launches-indias-first-air-suspension-truck-range-126070100467_1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/business/ministry-of-tourism-google-sign-mou-to-boost-tourism-economy-through-tech/article71166819.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/ministry-of-tourism-google-sign-mou-to-boost-tourism-economy-through-tech/article71166819.ece

2F EduTap

<] hello@edutap.co.in @ +91 8146207241

1 Aim: To help India prepare for tourism and drive economic and social
impact through integrated technology and collaborative initiatives.
1 This initiative is the Ministry of Tourism’s first comprehensive
partnership with a global technology company.
1 The collaboration is structured around three pillars: Collaborative
Insights into Travel Trends, Seamless Visual Discovery, and Building
Digital Tourism Muscle.
1 India won its first-ever gold medal in the tournament's history.
1 Indian Army rowers Havildar Lakshay and Havildar Ujjwal Kumar
Singh captured the landmark gold in the Lightweight Men's Double
Sculls (LM2x) category, crossing the finish line in 6:26.09.
2026 World Rowing Cup lll 1 Hongkong and the Netherlands came 2™ and 3™ respectively in the
5. iy L S — event.
enue: Lucerne, Switzerlan Overall Medal Tally
1 United States won the overall series title for the first time in history,
over the three-stage international competition.
1 Great Britain finished a close second, followed by the Netherlands in
third position.
1 Skyroot Aerospace’s Vikram-1 rocket will attempt India’s first
privately developed orbital launch.
1 Vikram-1 will lift off from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota.
1 For the first time, diamonds and gold will be launched into space
aboard an Indian rocket.
Vikram-1 is India’s smallest orbital rocket.
Skyroot Aerospace announced the launch window for the maiden
test flight of Vikram-1.
1 The maiden mission of Vikram-1 is named “Aagaman”, meaning
“arrival” in Sanskrit.
India’s first privately Mission Agaman will collect critical data on propulsion, stage
6. developed orbital-class separation, guidance, navigation, control, and overall vehicle
rocket performance.
1 Vikram-1 has been designed to place payloads of up to 350
kilograms into Low Earth Orbit.
1 Vikram-1 has been built using advanced carbon composite
structures and 3D-printed rocket engines.
1 The launch will mark Skyroot's second mission after the successful

suborbital flight of Vikram-S in 2022.

Additional Information

1

Hyderabad based Skyroot Aerospace is India’s youngest space
technology unicorn.

Skyroot Aerospace was founded by former ISRO scientists Pawan
Kumar Chandana and Naga Bharath Daka.

India’s first mobile “liquid

7. tree” developed to fight air

pollution

Name: SALT (Smart Algal Liquid Tree).

Developed by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research-Central
Institute of Mining and Fuel Research (CSIR-CIMFR).
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https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/skyroot-sets-launch-window-for-india-s-1st-private-orbital-rocket-vikram-1-126070200605_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/technology/tech-news/what-is-smart-algal-liquid-tree-salt-how-does-it-fight-pollution-126070700569_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/technology/tech-news/what-is-smart-algal-liquid-tree-salt-how-does-it-fight-pollution-126070700569_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/technology/tech-news/what-is-smart-algal-liquid-tree-salt-how-does-it-fight-pollution-126070700569_1.html
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1 Installed at the CSIR-CIMFR campus in Dhanbad and at Northern
Coalfields Limited in Singrauli, Madhya Pradesh.

WHO Emergency Use
Listing for Ebola

1 The World Health Organization (WHO) added the first molecular
diagnostic test for Bundibugyo virus (BDBV) to its Emergency Use
Listing (EUL).

8. Bundibugyo Diagnostic 1 :I'he test detects Bundibugyo virus by identifying its genetic material
Test in blood samples.
1 WHO’s Emergency Use Listing (EUL) procedure assesses the quality,
safety and performance of essential health products.
Located in Pachpadra in the Balotra district of Rajasthan
. India's first g!reenﬂeld 1 The facility is operated by HPCL Rajasthan Refinery Limited (HRRL),
9 integrated rf-:fmery-cum- a joint venture between Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited
) petrochemical complex (74% stake) and the Government of Rajasthan (26% stake).
u 1 Built to process 9 Million Metric Tonnes Per Annum (MMTPA) of
crude oil.
1 Visa launched Visa Payment Passkey in India for OTP-less payment
authentication.
1 IDFC FIRST Bank became the first regulated entity to go live with
Visa Payment Passkey.
1 Visa Payment Passkey allows cardholders to authenticate online
. transactions without traditional one-time passwords.
10. Visa Payment Passkey

1 The feature introduces a biometric, passwordless checkout flow
built directly on global cryptographic standards.

1 Powered by the Fast Identity Online (FIDO) standard. It pairs a
device-bound private key with a public key registered to Visa.

1 Users confirm payments with native device security like fingerprint
scans, Face ID, device PINs, or unlock patterns.

MOUs AND AGREEMENTS

Signing Entities

IIT Bombay & SBI Life

Key Facts

1 Objective: To establish the Bharat Al & Cyber Innovation Hub for
Insurance.

1 The hubis a joint research and innovation centre for India’s insurance

1 sector.
: Insurance
Additional Information
1 India’sinsurance premium market is projected to grow at an annual rate
of 6.9% until 2030.
2 Agnikul Cosmos &ICEYE | { Objective: To build, launch and operate Synthetic Aperture Radar
: (Finland) (SAR) Earth observation satellites from India.
1 Objective: To explore setting up a maintenance, repair and overhaul
o Air India and SIA (MRO) joint venture in India.

Engineering Company

1 SIAEC is part of the Singapore Airlines Group, which holds a 25.1%
stake in Air India.
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https://www.business-standard.com/industry/banking/visa-payment-passkeys-india-idfc-first-bank-otp-less-authentication-126070300284_1.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/iit-bombay-to-set-up-cyber-defence-hub-for-insurance-sbi-life-jee-main-advanced-10764335/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/iit-bombay-to-set-up-cyber-defence-hub-for-insurance-sbi-life-jee-main-advanced-10764335/
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https://www.business-standard.com/industry/aviation/air-india-siaec-to-set-up-maintenance-repair-and-overhaul-jv-in-india-126070300801_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/aviation/air-india-siaec-to-set-up-maintenance-repair-and-overhaul-jv-in-india-126070300801_1.html
https://youtu.be/Ia25-16TbUw?t=658
https://youtu.be/Ia25-16TbUw?t=1242
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BANKING AND FINANCE

S.No‘ Program/Initiative ‘ Key Facts

1 IRDAI granted a certificate of registration to Prudential HCL Health

Insurance to carry on health insurance business in India.

IRDAI Li P ial . L .
1. iconcauolRilidontia 1 Prudential HCL Health Insurance is a joint venture between Prudential
HCL Health Insurance
and HCL Group.

1 In the joint venture, Prudential owns 70% and HCL Group holds 30%.

1 Punjab & Sind Bank celebrated its 119th Foundation Day in Delhi.

Punjab & Sind Bank’s 119th The bank unveiled its new Vision and Mission Statement during the

2 Foundation Day ST

1 Punjab & Sind Bank launched the Navjyoti mobile application for
human resources.

1 Paytm Europe Payments secured a payment institution licence in
Luxembourg.

1 The licence was granted by Luxembourg’'s financial regulator,
Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF).

1 Paytm Europe Payments, incorporated in Luxembourg is a wholly-
Paytm Europe Payments owned subsidiary of Paytm Cloud Technologies Limited (PCTL),

Licence which in turn is a wholly owned Indian subsidiary of One 97
Communications.

One 97 Communications operates under the Paytm brand.

The approval allows Paytm Europe Payments to offer payment
services, including fund transfers and credit line-backed
transactions.

1 Razorpay partnered with NPCI Bharat BillPay Limited (NBBL) to launch
Banking Connect.

1 Banking Connectis a mobile-first NetBanking solution for businesses
and consumers.

1 The solution aims to simplify digital payments by replacing fragmented

et L L bank integrations with a single unified platform.

Connect

1 Banking Connect offers one interoperable rail for NetBanking
payments.

It provides instant enablement on all participating banks on Day O.

1 The solution supports faster mobile-first intent-based and QR-based
payment experiences.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

S.No Technology in News Key Facts

1 A consortium comprising Microsoft, Lightstorm, Singtel, and Tata

1-2SEA Submarine Cable Communications will build a submarine cable system connecting India,
1. System Malaysia, and Singapore.

1 The submarine cable system has been named I-2SEA.
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https://www.cnbctv18.com/business/finance/razorpay-partners-with-nbbl-to-launch-mobile-first-netbanking-solution-19936341.htm
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/submarine-cable-system-project-linking-india-malaysia-singapore-unveiled/article71173557.ece
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I-2SEA will connect the India-Southeast Asia corridor.

1 The system will link India’s east coast directly to Singapore and
Malaysia’s emerging data centre corridor in Kuala Lumpur.

The Indian landing points will be at Machilipatham and South Chennai.

1 The cable system is designed to serve growing demand from
hyperscalers, GPU infrastructure providers, and enterprises running
Al training and inference workloads.

1 The NSF-DOE Vera C. Rubin Observatory has launched its 10-year
Legacy Survey of Space and Time (LSST).

1 The observatory will capture an ultra-detailed, high-definition map of
the southern sky.

1 It aims to create an ultra-wide, ultra-high-definition time-lapse record
of the universe using the largest digital camera ever built.

Rubin Observatory 10-year
Cosmic Survey

1 The Rubin Observatory is located on a mountaintop in Chile.

DEFENCE EXERCISES/ INITIATIVES/ TECHNOLOGY

S.No Exercise/Technology Key Facts

1 Unveiled by the 31st Chief of the Army Staff (COAS), General Dhiraj
Seth to transform the Indian Army into a technology-enabled and
future-ready force.

1 The roadmap is inspired by the Defence Minister’s vision for the
Decade of Transformation (2023-2032).

1 It aims to make the Indian Army a future-ready and technology-
enabled force.

1 VIJAY stands for-
o V-Vigilance.

1. “VIJAY"” roadmap

| - Innovation and Transformation.
J - Jointness and Integration.

A - Aatmanirbharta (Self-Reliance)
Y - Yodha First (Soldier First)

O O O o

AWARDS

S.No Award/Milestone Key Facts
1

Awarded to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The award was presented by Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto.

The ceremony took place at Istana Merdeka, the Presidential Palace in
Jakarta.

1 The honour recognised PM Modi's leadership in strengthening India-

1. Bintang Adipurna o .
Indonesia friendship.

1 It also recognised efforts towards furthering the unity, continuity and
prosperity of Indonesia.

1 35th international honour conferred upon Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
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About the Award

Indonesia’s highest civilian honour.
The honour is also known as the Star of the Republic of Indonesia.
Instituted in 1959.

Awarded to individuals who have rendered exceptional service to the
unity, continuity and prosperity of the Republic of Indonesia.

USISPF 2026
Leadership Award

The US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) presented its 2026
Leadership Award to Sunil Bharti Mittal.

Sunil Bharti Mittal is the founder and chairman of Bharti Enterprises.

He was recognised for transforming India’s telecommunications
landscape.

He was also recognised for advancing economic ties between India and
North America.

The award recognised contributions toward strengthening the India-US
strategic and economic partnership.

Carnegie’s Great
Immigrants List 2026

The 2026 class comprises 25 naturalised US citizens from 21 countries.

Four Indian Americans were named to the Carnegie Corporation of New
York’s Great Immigrants, Great Americans list for 2026.

The Indian-American honourees include-

o Nikesh Arora- Chairman and CEO of Palo Alto Networks.

o Mahzarin Banaji - Harvard University professor known for work on
implicit bias.

o Dr Sanjiv Chopra - Harvard Medical School professor and liver disease
specialist.

o ReshmakKewalramani _President and CEO of Vertex Pharmaceuticals.

AAPI Humanitarian
Award

Awarded to Nita M. Ambani, Chairperson of Reliance Foundation.

Awarded by American Association of Physicians of Indian Origin (AAPI)
in Tampa, Florida, USA.

The award recognised her contributions to healthcare, education, and
social impact.

Bukhman International
Booker Prize 2027

The International Booker Prize will be renamed as the Bukhman
International Booker Prize from 2027.

The renaming follows a 10-year funding deal with Bukhman
Philanthropies.

The cash award for the winning title will double from £50,000 to
£100,000.

The award focuses on a single work of long-form fiction or a collection
of short stories translated into English, published in UK and/or Ireland.

APPOINTMENT

Person in News

1. Ravi Agrawal

Re-appointed as Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) for a
period of six months.
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2. Vikram Misri 1 His role as Foreign Secretary of India has been extended for one year.
3. Keiko Fujimori 1 Declared the winner of Peru’s presidential runoff election.
1 InsuranceDekho appointed former Indian cricket captain Sourav Ganguly
as its brand ambassador.
4. Sourav Ganquly ) ]
1 InsuranceDekho launched the “Khul Kar Khelo” campaign featuring Sourav
Ganguly.
S.No Person in News Key Facts
1 Became the youngest player to make an international debut for India.
1 He made his debut at the age of 15 years and 99 days at a T20Il against
England in Old Trafford, Manchester
He broke Sachin Tendulkar's 37-year-old record.
1 Vaibhav Sooryavanshi Sachin Tendulkar had made his international debut at the age of 16 years
and 205 days against Pakistan.
1 Vaibhav became the second youngest overall to make a senior
international debut.
1 Pakistan’s Hasan Raza remains the youngest overall international
debutant, having debuted at 14 years and 237 days.
1 Set the record for the longest shutout streak in World Cup history..
1 He reached 519 consecutive minutes without conceding a goal at the
— World Cup.
2. Unal Simon 1 Unai Simén achieved the record during Spain’s 3-0 victory over Austria.
1 He broke the 36-year-old record of Italy goalkeeper Walter Zenga.
1 Walter Zenga had set the earlier record in the 1990 World Cup.
1 Became the oldest goalscorer in FIFA World Cup knockout-stage history.
1 He achieved the milestone during Portugal’'s 2-1 win over Croatia.
1 He was 41years and 147 days old when he scored the goal.
1 He surpassed Lionel Messi to become the oldest player to score in the
World Cup knockout rounds.
1 This was his first-ever goal in the knockout stages of the FIFA World Cup.
3. Cristiano Ronaldo 1 He also became the second-oldest goalscorer overall in FIFA World Cup.
Roger Milla of Cameroon remains the oldest goalscorer overall in World
Cup history.
1 He also became the oldest outfield player to start a men’s FIFA World Cup
knockout match.
1 The match between Portugal and Croatia became the first men’s FIFA

World Cup match to feature two outfield players over the age of 40 on
opposing sides. The other player was Croatia captain Luka Modri¢.
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Hokato Hotozhe Sema

Hokato Hotozhe Sema became World No. 1 in the men’s Shot Put F57
category. He belongs to Nagaland.

He secured the top position in the latest World Para Athletics Rankings.

He recently became the first Paralympian to be conferred the Ati Vishisht
Seva Medal.

He is also a recipient of the Arjuna Award.

He won the bronze medal in the men’s Shot Put F57 event at the Paris
Paralympics 2024.

Fellow Indian athletes Rana Soman and Juyal Shubham were ranked
second and third, respectively, in the latest rankings.

S.No

Person in News

OBITUARIES

Key Facts

1 Veteran film and theatre personality.
1 Viiava Mehta 1 Awards: Sangeet Natak Akademi Award, National Film Award for Best
Supporting Actress (1986) for her brilliant dual performance and direction in
Rao Saheb, Padma Shri.
1 Tamil poet, translator and writer.
1 Two-Time Sahitya Akademi Award winner.
2 Puviyarasu 1 He received the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2007 for Puratchikaaran, the
Tamil translation of Kazi Nazrul Islam’s The Revolutionary.
1 He received the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2009 for the poetry collection
Kaioppam.
1 A folk singer and exponent of Pandavani, a traditional musical storytelling
3. Dr. Teejan Bai art form from Chhattisgarh.
1 Recipient of Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan awards.

DAYS IN NEWS

S.No Day in News Key Facts

International Day of
Parliamentarism

(June 30)

1 Theme: "Bring Human Rights into Focus".

International Plastic Bag
Free Day
(July 3)

1 Theme: “Breaking Free from Single-Use Plastics: Towards a
Sustainable Future”.

International Day of
Cooperatives 2026

(July 4)

1 Theme: "Cooperatives for a Peaceful World!".

World Zoonoses Day 2026

(July 6)

1 Theme: "One World, One Health: Prevent Zoonoses".
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World Rural Development
5. Day 2026 f Theme: "Financing the First Mile of Food Systems".

(July 6)

MISCELLANEOUS

The Competition Commission of India (CCIl) cleared the acquisition
of IPL franchise Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB).

1 The CCI approved the acquisition of 100% shareholding of Royal
Challengers Sports.

The acquisition was approved as a ¥16,660-crore all-cash deal.

1 CCl Approval for RCB f The acquisition was done by a consortium of Aditya Birla Group, The
Acquisition Times of India Group, Bolt Ventures and Blackstone.

1 The consortium includes Big Banyan Holdings, Bolt IPL Holdings,
Times Internet, Times Cricket, ICQ Opportunities, Asia Investment
Topco Il and others.

1 Earlier, United Spirits Ltd (USL) had announced the sale of IPL
franchise Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB).

1 The government ordered the removal of smartphone apps allegedly
. misused to remotely disable battery-operated vehicles, including
Removal of E-Rickshaw

2. 2 : e-rickshaws.
Disabling Apps

1 The apps reportedly ordered for removal were BAT-BMS, Lossigy,
and Epoch-i-ion.

2. GA + ESI

PIB IN NEWS

SOCIAL SECTORS - HEALTH

2.1 ICMR-MINDS Wins Gold at National Awards for e-Governance 2026
Why in News?

1 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) won the Gold Award at the National
Awards for e-Governance 2026.

Key Highlights

1 Awarding body: Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG),
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions.

1 The award was given to ICMR-MINDS, an Al-enabled healthcare innovation.

1 ICMR-MINDS won under Category 2: Innovation by Use of Al and Other New Age
Technologies for Providing Citizen-Centric Services.

1 ICMR-MINDS was recognised for using digital technology and Al-based clinical decision
support to improve mental healthcare delivery.
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1 It helps trained non-specialist frontline healthcare workers screen, assess, follow up and
manage mental health and substance use disorders by using Clinical Decision Support
System (CDSS).

1 Itisimplemented across Seven States through seven collaborating institutions - Assam,
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab.

ICMR-MINDS

1 ICMR-MINDS is an implementation research study.

1 It focuses on integrating screening and management of:
! mental health disorders,
1 substance use disorders,
 other non-communicable diseases.

It uses digital workflows and decision support to help frontline health workers deliver
standardised mental healthcare.

SOCIAL SECTORS IN INDIA - EDUCATION

2.2 National Academic Depository (NAD): Advancing Digital Governance in
Education

Why in News?
1 The Government highlighted the role of the National Academic Depository (NAD) in

strengthening digital governance in education by enabling secure digital storage, verification
and sharing of academic records through the DigiLocker ecosystem.

Key Highlights

1 NAD is a nationwide framework for the digital storage, issuance, verification and
authentication of academic awards such as degrees, diplomas, certificates and mark sheets.

1 Since 2020, NAD has been operational through DigiLocker under the Digital India programme.
It forms an integrated ecosystem with:

o DigiLocker
o Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry (APAAR)
o Academic Bank of Credits (ABC)
1 Supports key reforms under National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, including:
o Multiple Entry—Multiple Exit (MEME)
o National Credit Framework (NCrF)
o Academic Bank of Credits (ABC).

1 NAD is integrated with e-Sanad, enabling electronic verification, attestation and apostille of
educational documents for overseas education and employment.

1 Stakeholders include:
o Students and academic award holders
o Universities, school boards and educational institutions
o Banks, employers, government departments and other verifying agencies.
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1 Governance Framework
o Parent Ministry: Ministry of Education
o Nodal Agency: University Grants Commission (UGC)

o Educational institutions issue authenticated digital credentials, which can be securely
accessed and shared by students through DigiLocker with their consent.

1 Additional Information - As of 7 July 2026, NAD covered 3,420 awarding institutions and
organisations and hosted over 110 crore educational records.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES

2.3 Mizoram's Natural History Museum Notified as India's 21st Designated
Repository under the Biological Diversity Act
Why in News:

1 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has notified the Natural
History Museum (NHM), Mizoram University, as India's 21st Designated Repository under
Section 39 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

Key Highlights
1 The notification was issued based on the recommendation of the National Biodiversity
Authority (NBA).

1 Designated Repositories preserve authenticated biological specimens accessed under the
Biological Diversity Act, 2002, supporting biodiversity conservation, scientific research and
species identification.

1 Located in the Indo-Burma Biodiversity Hotspot, the museum supports documentation and
conservation of endemic species, including the recently discovered amphibian
Leptobrachella tamdil.

1 The designation contributes to:

o National Biodiversity Target 4 under India's National Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plan (2024-2030).

o Target 4 of the Kunming—Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, promoting ex situ
conservation and conservation of genetic diversity.

1 About Designated Repositories
o Notified under Section 39 of the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

o Designated by the Central Government on the recommendation of the National
Biodiversity Authority (NBA).

o Functions:
A Preserve authenticated biological specimens.
A Maintain voucher and type specimens.
A Support taxonomic research, biodiversity documentation and conservation.
A

Facilitate scientific access to biological resources while ensuring regulatory
compliance.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

2.4 TribeX: India's First Digital Learning Platform for Tribal Heritage

Why in News?

1 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs organized a two-day National Workshop on Strengthening
Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, and launched TribeX, India's first
dedicated digital learning platform for tribal arts, culture and traditional knowledge.

Key Highlights

1 The workshop was organized jointly by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the Government of
Odisha to strengthen Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) as centres of research, policy support
and cultural preservation.

1 The workshop concluded with the adoption of the Bhubaneswar Declaration, providing a
roadmap for strengthening TRIs across the country.

TribeX Platform

India's tribal:

A
A
A
A
A

practices.

1 TribeX is a first-of-its-kind digital learning platform dedicated to preserving and promoting

o Arts and crafts
o Languages
o Culture
o Traditional knowledge
o Indigenous skills
1 Developed as a comprehensive digital learning ecosystem featuring:
o Digital Academy
o Learning Management System (LMS)
0 Repository Management System
o Heritage Archive
1 The platform offers:
o 20 free certificate courses, with plans to expand to 100+ courses.
o Five UGC-recognised one-year hybrid Post Graduate Diploma programmes in:

1 The Heritage Archive currently hosts over 5,000 multimedia resources, with plans to
expand to 10,000, documenting tribal literature, oral traditions, festivals and cultural

Tribal Language: Santali (Ol Chiki)

Sustainable Tribal Culture-Based Livelihood Practices
Museology and Tribal Museum Management

Tribal Arts and Crafts of India

Tribal Textiles.
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INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

2.5 UIDAI Enables Free Email Update in Aadhaar through Aadhaar App
Why in News

1 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has enabled residents to add or
update their email ID in Aadhaar through the Aadhaar App, eliminating the need to visit
Aadhaar centres.

1 The facility became effective from 1 July 2026 and will remain free for six months when
availed through the Aadhaar App.

1 Residents can now update their email ID digitally without visiting an Aadhaar Seva Kendra.
1 Linking an email ID with Aadhaar enables:

o Real-time email alerts whenever Aadhaar authentication is carried out.

o Enhanced transparency and security through timely notifications.
New Aadhaar App

1 The Aadhaar App is designed as a next-generation digital identity platform focused on
convenience, privacy protection and paperless service delivery.

1 The application enables Aadhaar Number Holders to securely carry, verify, share and
authenticate identity details directly through smartphones.

1 Selective Sharing: Users can share only specific identity fields (e.g., just the name and
age) instead of the entire Aadhaar profile.

1 One Family - One App: Allows the management of up to five Aadhaar profiles on a single
mobile device.

1 Mobile Number Update: Residents can now update their registered mobile number
through the app.

1 Data Minimisation: Aligned with the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, ensuring
that verifiers do not store Aadhaar numbers.

1 Face Verification: Includes advanced Face Verification for proof of presence and offline
usage.

o Offline Verification: Enables verification through QR code scanning, useful for hotel
check-ins and age verification.

1 Biometric Control: Single-click biometric lock/unlock to prevent unauthorized
authentication.

1 QR-based Contact Card: For easy sharing of contact details without exposing sensitive
information.

1 The Aadhaar App supports paperless identity verification, reducing dependence on
physical photocopies and manual documentation processes.

1 The Aadhaar App supports several practical governance and service-delivery applications,
including:

o Hotel check-ins
o Hospital admissions
o Visitor management systems
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o Event entry verification

1 The App facilitates age-gating and identity verification services for gig workers, delivery
personnel and service partners.

GENDER ISSUES

2.6 SHE-LEAPS: Digital Empowerment for Lakhpati Didis
Why in News?
1 The Government of India has launched SHE-LEAPS (Self-Help Entrepreneur-
Livelihoods and Enterprise Application for Prosperity and Sustainability), a digital

platform to empower women-led Self-Help Group (SHG) enterprises through digital
monitoring, enterprise development, and financial inclusion.

1 It was launched on 29 June 2026 at the Rashtriya Gramin Vikas Sammelan in New
Delhi.

About SHE-LEAPS

1 It is a mobile app that helps women entrepreneurs in Self-Help Groups (SHGs) start
and grow their businesses.

1 It enables business tracking, income monitoring, financial inclusion, and better
planning, and supports both farm and non-farm rural enterprises.

o Developed by - Digital India Corporation
0 Ministry- Ministry of Rural Development
o Implemented under- LokOS Platform

A LokOS is a digital platform that captures and manages data related to
Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) under the rural livelihood
ecosystem.

1 Coverage
o To be implemented across 34 States and Union Territories( except Delhi and
Chandigarh).
o Supports State Rural Livelihood Missions (SRLMs) in monitoring and promoting
SHG enterprises.
1 SHE-LEAPS is a key digital tool to strengthen the Lakhpati Didi initiative by tracking
enterprise performance and income growth.
o Recently, the government has increased the target of the Lakhpati Didi scheme
from 3 crore to 6 crore women.

o The government also plans to release ¥10 lakh crore to benefit Lakhpati Didis
over the next five years
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GLOBALISATION

2.7 India-Israel Bilateral Investment Agreement Comes into Force

Why in News?
1 The India-Israel Bilateral Investment Agreement (BIA) came into force on 4 July 2026.
1 The agreement had been signed earlier on 8 September 2025 in New Delhi.

1 It aims to strengthen bilateral economic relations and provide a secure and predictable
investment climate for investors of both countries.

Background
1 India and Israel established full diplomatic relations in 1992.

1 India and Israel had an earlier Agreement for Promotion and Protection of Investments
signed in 1996, which expired in March 2016.

In FY 2024-25, bilateral merchandise trade was US$ 3.75 billion.

India exported goods worth about US$ 2.1 billion to Israel in FY 2024-25.
India imported goods worth about US$ 1.6 billion from Israel in FY 2024-25.
India is Israel's second-largest Asian trading partner in merchandise trade

= =4 =4 =4

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

2.8 MECON Achieves Miniratna Category-I Status
Why in News?

1 The Ministry of Steel has granted “Miniratha Category-I" status to MECON Limited, a
Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE).

i This upgrade is based on its strong financial performance, including a positive net worth
of ¥535.42 crore as on 31 March 2026.

About MECON Limited

i MECON Limited is a Government of India engineering, consultancy, and project
management company.

1 It works mainly in Steel sector, Oil & Gas, Power, Infrastructure and Mining.
1 Headquarters : Ranchi, Jharkhand
1 Administrative Ministry : Ministry of Steel

Miniratna Status

i Miniratna Category-I status is granted to profitable CPSEs with a strong financial track
record, allowing them enhanced autonomy to make investment decisions up to
prescribed limits without prior government approval.

Eligibility for Miniratna Category-I

1 Profit - Continuous profit for last 3 years

1 Net Worth- Positive net worth

1 Performance- Strong financial track record
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Powers Given to Miniratna Category-l CPSEs
Invest in new projects faster

Modernise infrastructure

Expand business operations

Adopt new technology

= =4 =4 =4 =

Take financial decisions within approved limits

This reduces dependency on government approval and improves efficiency.

OTHER NEWS

GLOBALISATION

2.9 ADB Approves USD 230 Million Loan to Modernize Water Supply and
Sanitation in Chennai
Why in News?

1 The Asian Development Bank has approved a USD 230 million sovereign loan to
modernize and expand the water supply and sanitation system in Greater Chennai,
Tamil Nadu.

1 The project aims to improve safe drinking water supply, sewerage services, climate
resilience, and operational efficiency for approximately 4.5 million residents.

Key Highlights of Water Supply and Sanitation Project

1 Implementing Agency: Chennai Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board
(CMWSSB)

1 Chennai to become the first Indian city with a Comprehensive Ring-Main Water
Distribution System.

1 The project will introduce a closed-loop (ring-main) water distribution network.

0 Aring-main system is a pipeline network arranged in a loop rather than a dead-
end line.

Linkage with Government Initiatives
The project complements:
7 AMRUT 2.0
T Urban Challenge Fund
q Jal Jeevan Mission (broader water sector reforms)
1 Sustainable Development Goal 6 — Clean Water and Sanitation.
2.10Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA)
Why in News?

1 The Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA) inducted 15 early-career researchers, including two
from India from TERI and IlIT Delhi, into the Global Biofuel Champion Fellowship.
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1 Each selected fellow receives a $15,000 grant and serves as a GBA Ambassador for two
years.

About the Global Biofuels Alliance
The Global Biofuels Alliance is a multi-stakeholder international initiative launched to promote
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